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Looting forr Cool Kids and Cool IPlentos

n 2005, Big Sisters received a three-year grant
from the federal Department of Health and
Human Services under the Family and Youth
Services Bureau for its Mentoring Children of Prisoners
initiative. Titling our program “Cool Kids,” Big Sisters is
providing women mentors for girls ages 4-18 living in 12
communities throughout the state who are daughters of
inmates. The communities are Central Falls, Cranston,
Coventry, East Providence, Johnston, Newport, North
Providence, Pawtucket, Providence, Warwick, West
Warwick, and Woonsocket.
According to Rhode Island Kids Count there are 1.5
million children in the United States who have a par-
ent either in a state or federal correctional facility. In
Rhode Island during 2005, there were 1,443 individuals

with children incarcerated in the state’s Department of
Corrections. Children of those inmate parents totaled
3,099. Note that these numbers do not include Rhode
Islanders who are inmates in other states.

As noted by the Child Welfare League of America,
children of inmates “know the shame and stigma of being
judged for having a parent behind bars. Mentoring is
seen as a way to help young people, especially young
girls, avoid the pitfalls of high risk behaviors.”

To enroll a child participant or to inquire about vol-
unteering as a Big Sister in the Cool Kids Program, call
Grace Osediacz at 401-921-2434 x.107. Mentors must be
at least 19 years old. Non Caucasian volunteers are par-
ticularly needed. For program details see our website at
www.bigsistersri.org. ll

Pect Goyce and Dominigue

ig Sister mentor Joyce Campellone of Pawtucket
/ was searching for a new volunteer activity. Her

children are grown, and she has several grand-
children. But something was missing. “I like being with
kids, and I like helping them to grow into healthy, happy
teenagers,” she said. “I wanted to do more.”

Joyce decided to become a Big Sister, and when
she heard about Cool Kids, she knew it was the program
for her.

Little Sister Dominique, of Providence, is a 9-year-
old with three younger sisters. She needed to have the
chance to be someone’s “little sister.”

From the moment they met, Dominique and Joyce
were laughing. The two see each other every week and
enjoy all sorts of activities including cooking, baking
cakes and cookies, going for walks, and just “hanging
out” and talking.

“It’s lots of fun being with Joyce. She is really nice
and we laugh a lot,” says Dominique. “We’re just right
for one another!”

The Big Sisters agency provides one free activ-

ity per month for Big and Little Sisters. Recently,

a group gathered to do scrapbooking and make
hand-stamped cards. Present were (front, from left)
Little Sisters Alexis, Karissa and Kimberlee; (back,
from left) Big Sisters Janice and Jessica, Little
Sister Dominique (center), Big Sister Joyce and
Kimberlee’s mom Alexandra.




/3;@ Ststens Celebrates 20 Gears -
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t was a dream back in the mid-1960s: to Emily Notardonato know
establish a mentoring agency in Rhode Island if you can provide contact
exclusively to serve atrisk girls. Such was information. M

T€a L4

the vision of a forward thinking group of professional o
women, all members of Zonta International, a women’s
service organization.

Indeed, Big Sisters of Rhode Island made its first
Big and Little Sister match in 1967. So, in 2007, the
agency will go all-out with a year’s worth of activities,
events and celebrations. Among the highlights of our [l
40th year will be a reunion of former Bigs and Littles
and other agency friends, as well as a gala celebration.
In the meantime, the agency is forming committees to Fhotogtaph courtesy of the Providence Journg]
help plan and execute our events. If you’d like to volun-

teer, please call Emily Notardonato at 401-921-2434 x 102 The Big Sisters .ASSOClauo.n Of Rhode A p.hOtOgraPh of
) . o ) Island filed for incorporation in a Big and Little

or email her at Emily@bigsistersri.org. February 1966. Present were (from Sister preparing
We are particularly interested in locating former left) Winifred Derry, Lucile Keegan, to cook together,

Big and Little Sisters with whom we have lost touch ﬁ?vernor(J Ohnpth{feg;)l)r' Ig‘;\f{"ﬂ‘y taken in the late

. . . ierzwa (now Pieniadz), an ary 1960’s.

over the years. If you kn?w a former I?lg or I'Jlttle Sister, Sullivan. The agency made its first Big

we would greatly appreciate your putting us in touch and Little Sister match in 1967.

with them, no matter where they live today. Kindly let

RITS 4 Women & Ztew Program forn Tneaeonated Gints

he Big Sisters agency pioneered a new group
program early this year at the girls’ unit of the
Rhode Island Training School. Funded by the
Rhode Island Juvenile Justice Commission, this innovative
program combines one-on-one mentoring with workshops
and group training—including the Big Sisters—in conflict
resolution.

Seven girls and five Big Sisters participated during
the first half of this year, focusing on Respect, Integrity,
Tolerance, and Success. The program was created and
led by Patricia Taubin and Virginia Law, certified conflict > | ‘

. . . . .o Patricia Spann, Lee Speduti and Lydia Brown;
management trainers, in collaboration with Big Sisters and (back, left to right) Holly Ciampa and
Program Director Karen Gager. Program participants Abigail Sprague.
enjoyed a “graduation” celebration at the end of June.

Once the girls are released from incarceration at the  nity. The expectation is that children and adolescents will

RITS 4 Women mentors: (front, left to right):

Training School, the next phase of the program will be be more responsive to hearing this message from the

for these special Big and Little Sisters, along with one of  girls who are their peers. The Justice Commission grant
the trainers, to lead conflict resolution trainings at the provides for a modest stipend ($10 per hour) for the girls
Training School and other locations within the commu- and mentors when they present a training session. H
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Big Sistens Donation Center

t is with heartfelt gratitude that we extend
a thank you to Cindy Pagliaro, Rachel Paliotti
and Susan Smoller for their years of dedica-
tion to the Big Sisters Fund/Donation Center Board
of Directors. Their energy and loyalty has contributed
to the Center’s success.

If your community or business would like to
organize a clothing drive, please contact us at 401-
464-6500 PRIOR to organizing the drive. We'll assist
in scheduling a pick-up date and location, along with
providing tax receipts for all participants. Pick-up dates
are scheduled at least one week in advance so please
plan accordingly. We have had four successful drives
this year and thank BankNewport, Press Express,
Washington Trust and Amgen.

Making room for your child’s new school clothes?
Eager to update your look, or the look of your partner?

Turn your gently-used clothing (any size, season or
gender) into gifts of friendship by donating them to the
Big Sisters Donation Center. For a convenient at-home
pick up, call 401-464-6500 or toll free 877-725-
6843. Simply have your donations outside in weather-
protected bags by 7 a.m. labeled “Big Sisters.” Our
driver will pick up between 7 a.m. and 6 p.m., rain or
shine, and leave a tax receipt. Or you can drop off your
containerized clothing donations any time at our drop
off site at 40 Webb Street, Cranston. M

Sewice to Ginls

As of June 30, we have served 241 girls with adult Big Sister volunteer mentors;
our goal is to provide 310 Big Sisters to at-risk girls between the ages of 7-18 by
the end of this year. In our Life Choices and group programs, we have already
presented to 65 out of the 70 girls we plan to reach in 2006. Our School-Based
Mentoring Program aims to match 50 middle-school girls with high-school
juniors and seniors during this year; 20 Little Sisters so far have already enjoyed
a friendship with a high school Big Sister mentor. ®

Jan Mariani of Bristol and
Alyssa, age 11, of Newport

Jacquetta, age 16, of
Cranston and Rameka
Blakey of Providence

Courtney Frederick and
Michelle, age 12, each
from Providence

Debbie Block of Seekonk, MA
and Jessica, 15, of Providence



Guests got into the groove on
the dance floor at this year’s
All That Jazz fundraiser.

Jennifer Marrapese,

Big Sisters board
president, and

husband Bill. .

School-based
mentoring Big
and Little Sisters
Amanda Berno
of Westerly High
School and 3rd
grader Emily of
Tower Street
School

Committee member and invitation
designer, Bethany Mascena Tracy
(left) and event co-chair Hillary Zysk.

Samantha, age 13, of West Warwick
and Rachel Moquin of Cranston

Gl (hat Gazz
et Wiotown!

ohn Allmark and the East Side Horns along
with singers Mac Odom and Chill, featur- 1l
ing Cassandre McKinley, rocked the house
on April 26 at Rhodes on the Pawtuxet. The sixth
annual fundraiser, this year titled All That Jazz Meets
Motown, netted over $35,000 to benefit Big Sisters of
Rhode Island.

Big Sisters thanks everyone involved for the creativ-
ity and hard work that made the event a success: Event
co-chairs Beth Fairbank and Hillary Zysk and the all-
volunteer committee — Colleen ElSawabi, Ken
Franckling, Tabatha Glavin, Andrea Gyori, Donna
Marold, Grace Osediacz, Mary O’Rourke, Sandy
Taylor, Marcy Taylor, and Bethany Mascena Tracy.
Special thanks to student interns Christopher
Ferdinandi (URI) and Katie Murphy (Johnson and
Wales University) . The agency is grateful to the following
businesses and individuals for their wonderful support:

Presenting Sponsor- Collette Vacations;
event underwritten by the Citizens Bank Foundation

Silver Sponsors-Advanced Financial Services;
Hasbro, Inc.; Honey Dew Donuts; LifeSpan,;
United Healthcare

Media Sponsor- NBC10

Little Sisters Art Gallery Sponsors— AAA Southern
New England; Andsager, Bartlett & Company; Bank
RI; Beacon Mutual Insurance Company; Blue Cross
& Blue Shield of Rhode Island; Elizabeth Fairbank;
Meredith Corp.; MetLife; National Grid; Osediacz’s
Oddities; Sgt. Steven M. Shaw Memorial Fund; and
the Warwick Mall.

We offer special thanks to Bob Gasbarro’s
Oaklawn Liquors for providing the wine tasting; Dave’s
Marketplace for providing cheese trays; OmniColor
Printing for printing the invitations pro bono; and
Potential Invitations & Greeting Cards for graphic
design services. M
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LEAVE A LEGACY" to your will.
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4th Anmval Halloween Bowling Bash

ounday, October 22, 2006

Tov’ a HO'WXL of a good time
howl S(ﬂ’ Big Sisters of Rhode dstand’s
ﬂﬂz @A‘m\ua Halloween 'Bowlmg 'Basb!

Noon-3 p.m.

Cranston Lanes, Cranston
Old Mountain Lanes, Wakefield

Individuals raise S75 to participate,
or S300 for a team of four

Get your workplace and friends
into the action!

It s frightfully fun!

Register on line at www.bigsistersri.org
or call Emily at 401-921-2434 x. 102 or

email her at emily@bigsistersri.org &

Foumen Little Sister Shares Fond Wemonies

he has been married 25 years and has a 10-year-

old son. She doesn’t remember whether she

was eight or nine years old... But, she certainly
remembers that having a Big Sister was fun!

“Having a Big Sister made a huge impression on
me,” said Donna Elderkin. “It was great because the
time together was just for us.” The youngest of four girls,
Donna said that her own sisters “didn’t always have the
time, and weren’t really interested in hanging out with
their ‘baby sister’.”

Donna credits her Big Sister with introducing her to
bookstores that began her love affair with books. “My
Big Sister was probably about 20 years old, Caucasian
and a student, probably at Brown. So we hung out on
the East Side a lot. It was very different from my neigh-
borhood in South Providence,” she said. “No matter
where our day began, we always ended up at Newport
Creamery, and I would usually order chocolate chip ice
cream!” Donna said.

Four months into the Big/Little Sister match,
Donna’s family moved to California and the pair lost

>

touch. Donna said that over the
years she has forgotten her Big
Sister’s name. Yet, she said that
what made a big impression on her,
besides the fun, was the unselfish-
ness, that someone so different and
previously unknown would spend
time with a young girl. “I'm sure
that influenced me years later to
become involved as a volunteer in the community.”

Indeed, Donna is a member of the Blue Angels, the
employee volunteer corps at Blue Cross & Blue Shield of
Rhode Island. (She will celebrate 25 years with the com-
pany in January 2007.) Donna volunteered to oversee one
of the auction tables at the Big Sisters agency’s All That
Jazz fundraiser in April, where she was “discovered” as a
former Little Sister by an agency staff member.

“I have been wracking my brain to remember my Big
Sister’s name,” she sighed. “It would be great to see her
again and see if she remembers me.” At Big Sisters, we
feel pretty sure that she would. W

Donna Elderkin



Big Thants

ig Sisters thanks the following for their gener-
/3 ous in-kind donations: Black Repertory

Theatre for providing tickets to The House of
Bernarda Alba and The Funk Brothers concert @
Coastway Credit Union for passes to the Providence
Children’s Museum @ Newport Gulls for donating
two summer camp scholarships ® Rhode Island
Convention Center for tickets for Champions on Ice @
Roba Dolce for gift certificates for their locally-made
gelato @ Shriners of Rhode Island Charities for
tickets to the Barnum & Bailey Circus ® Tony Hines
& Associates for movie tickets.

We thank the following for their generous gifts:
Communication Arts Group for holding their Create a
Snowflake Campaign during the 2005 holidays, benefiting
Big Sisters @ The National Wild Turkey Federation
for underwriting facility fees for the Women in Outdoors
activity for Big and Little Sisters ® NewportFed,
Wakefield Liquors and Wakefield Rotary Club for
donations enabling the agency to purchase a new com-
puter for our Peace Dale office ® Panera Bread,
Cranston, for benefiting Big Sisters with partial proceeds
during the dinner hour for one evening.

Big Sisters is grateful to the following for their grant
awards: BJ’s Charitable Foundation ® John Clarke
Trust ® Jones Apparel Group ® Ocean State
Charities. B
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Big Sistens off hode Jsland's
Boad off Directo's

Kim Dias
Renée Fullerton

Jennifer J. Marrapese,
President

Donna M. Carris, Yaviri Grosso

Vice President . -
James A. Sinman, Treasurer Ll.sa M. Jones, M.D.
Annette Cerilli, Secretary J alm.e J. LaPorte, Esq.
Phyllis Anderson-Miller D.emse Lyl?n N
Carolyn Belisle Diana Pagliarini

Priscilla Young,
Barrett Bready, M.D. Executive Director
Lisa Capalbo -

BIG SISTERS OF RHODE ISLAND
120 Lambert Lind Highway, Suite G, Warwick, RI 02886
T 401.921.2434 F 401.921.0767

South County Branch Office
1220 Kingstown Road, Suite 104, Peace Dale, RI 02879
T 401.284.2583 F 401.284.2586

Big Sisters Donation Center
40 Webb Street, Cranston, RI 02920
T 401.464.6500 or toll free 1.877.725.6843
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